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The Impacts of the “Learning in a Basic Science Department”
Program on Students’ Interest in Basic Dental Sciences
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Abstract ! Since 1997, Kyushu Dental College has conducted a “Learning in a Basic Science
Department” program, to motivate students in the area of basic dental sciences. A questionnaire
was addressed to students, faculty, and graduate students who had experienced the program, to
evaluate the effectiveness of the curriculum. Most of the students felt enthusiasm by teaching staff,
and had strong interest in basic dental sciences. Teaching staff approved that it enhanced students’
motivation toward basic dental sciences, though the program was a heavy teaching task for them.
However, contrary to teachers' expectation, the program had scarcely influenced students to
advance to graduate school in basic dental sciences. The questionnaire of graduate students, who
had experienced the “Learning in a Basic Science Department” program and chose graduate school
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